
During the Spring 2017 semester, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, The College of Architecture 
partnered with Willa Cather Foundation, Nebraska 
Extension Center for Rural Entrepreneurship, 
Red Cloud Community Foundation Fund, City of 
Red Cloud, Red Cloud Chamber of Commerce 
and Webster County to develop a strategic plan 
to bring more economic value and interest to the 
area. This portfolio of work is a compilation of all 
the work the vertical studio produced. 

The National Heritage Area Initiative for north 
Kansas and South Nebraska will begin to 
collectively bring Cultural Heritage Tourism 
Assets into an alliance of organizations. This 
alliance will be able to discuss the future of 
Cultural Heritage Tourism in a manner that 
equally benefits all stakeholders, communities, 
and visitors. Common ideas that should be 
thought of when creating new ideas and designs 
are as follows:

Phase I: Project Definition
1. Cultural Heritage Tourism
2. Sense of Place
3. Authenticity, Quality, Interpretation
4. Tourist Experience
5. Community Engagement

Phase II: Inventory
1. Road Based Tourism
2. Communities and Assets
3. Environmental Timeline

Phase III: Analysis
1. Landscape Sense of Place
2. Road Experience
3. User Analysis
Phase IV: National Heritage Area Initiative
1. National Heritage Areas
2. Little Colorado River National Heritage Area      
Initiative Precedent 
3. Alignment Analysis
4. Synergies
5. Community Engagement
6. Prototype

-Visual connections

-Spatial Sequences

-Native Landscapes

-Significant Views

-Cultural Assets

-Supporting Amenities

-Conservation of Land

-Community Involvement

-Sense of Place

Primary Goals
1. Give a Sense of “Brand Identity”
2. Integrate, Guide, and Focus Place Management
3. Establish Connection Between Landscape 
Character and Assets
4. Be able to Experience the Natural Landscape
5. Identify and Communicate Qualities of Place
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